Attacked by Common Council

" I see that the Common Council of the City of London
have desired that my conduct should be enquired into [he
wrote Lord Liverpool] ... I cannot expect mercy at their
hands, whether I succeed or fail; and if I should fail, they will
not inquire whether the failure is owing to my own incapacity,
to the blameless errors to which we are all liable, to the faults
or mistakes of others, to the deficiency of our means, to the
serious difficulties of our situation, or to the great power and
abilities of our enemy. In any of these cases, I shall become
their victim; but I am not to be alarmed by this additional
risk, and whatever may be the consequences, I shall continue
to do my best in this country.*' x

1 Dispatches, Vol. V^ p. 392.
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